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TATEVTK VASAK HAKOBYAN

THE REFLECTION OF THE POLITICAL IMAGE OF SULTAN ABDUL HAMID

I1'IN THE TURKISH HISTORIOGRAPHY (THE 2rdQUARTER OF XX -EARLY XXI
CENTURIES)
The dissertation is submitted for pursuing the Scientific Degree of the Candidate
of Historical Sciences in the field of “Historiography, Bibliography” 07.00.05.
The defense of the dissertation will take place on May 15th, 2024, at 14:00 at the
meeting ofthe HESC Specialized Council 006 “World History” at the Institute of

Oriental Studies of NAS RA. Address: Yerevan, 0019, Marshal Baghramyan Ave., 24/4.

SUMMARY

Tendentious idealization of the image of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il and praise of his
political activities, often accompanied by parallels with the current president Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s approaches, are among the most obvious indicators of distancing from
the secular principles of Kemalism and increasing influence of Islam in the public and
political life of Turkey. It should be mentioned that the long and difficult period of the
reign of the last powerful sultan Abdul Hamid is one of the most studied and at the same
time most contradictory topics in the Turkish Republican historiography in terms of the
abundance of author interpretations. The evaluations of Hamid’s personality and activities,
often diametrically opposed in the works of different authors, are so closely linked to the
ideological preferences of the dominant political power of the time that they can be
considered the litmus test of changes in Turkish socio-political discourse. The dissertation
is devoted to thesis is devoted to the study of key transformations in the perceptions of
political activities of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il in the Turkish republican historiography in
the context of their dependence on the political priorities of the ruling elites.

The dissertation paper consists of Introduction, three Chapters, Conclusion, and
References.

The Introduction justifies the topic of the dissertation paper and represents the
scientific novelty of the research, theoretical-methodological foreground, as well as
reviews of the sources included in the paper.

The first chapter, entitled “Formation of the Contradictory Image of Sultan Abdul
Hamid 11" consists of two sub-chapters, which present the main tendencies of the
interpretation of the activity of the sultan starting from the declaration of the republic of
Turkey and till the Demcorat Party’s rise to power in 1950..

The second chapter, named "Transformation of the Political Image of Abdul Hamid Il in
Turkish Historiography (50th-early 90s of the XX Century)", consists of four sub-chapters,
19



which introduce how the negative perception of both domestic and foreign political
decisions of the Sultan gradually changed after the transfer of the political power in the
country and increasing of tolerance for Islamic values. Special attention is paid to the
works written by N. F. Kysakurek, O. Kologlu, E. Aktarli, who had a key influence on the
shift of the dichotomy «red sultan-great overlord» in favor of the latter.

The third chapter, titled "The political image of Abdul Hamid Il in the Turkish
historiography of the late XX - early 21st centuries ", also consists of four sub-chapters,
devoted to the analysis of the trend of glorification and even mythologization of the
Sultan’s image in the light of the active reevaluation of the Ottoman past in public and
political discourse of Turkey and, as a result, in modern historiography of the country.

The Conclusion sums up the main results of the research undertaken within the
frames of our dissertation paper.
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AKOMAH TATEBVK BACAKOBHA
OTPAXEHUWE NONNTUNYECKOIO OBEPA3ACYNTAHA ABAYNTAMUWAOAL
BTYPELLKOW UCTOPUOTPA®UIN (Il HETBEPTb XX -HAUYAJIO XXI BEKOB)
[JvccepTauns Ha couckaHue y4eHo cTeneHn KaHanaaTa MCToOpUYecKnx Hayk no
cneymansHocTn 07.00.05 - «McTopumorpadusi, NICTOYHNKOBEAEHMEY. 3alumTa
avccepTauum coctontes 15-ro mas 2024 r. B 14:00 Ha 3acefjaHUN cCneLmain3vpoBaHHOro
coBeTa 006 «BcemmpHas ncropusi» KBOH PA, geiictBytowiero npy NHcTuTtyTe
BoctokoBegeHna HAH PA, no agpecy: 0019, r. EpeBaH, np. Maplwana barpamsiHa 24/4.

PE3IOME

OpHUM 13 Hambonee SBHbIX MoKasaTeseil OTAasleHWUss OT CBETCKUX MPUHLMMNOB
KemMa/iM3Ma 1 pocTa BMSIHUS UCNaMa B O6LIECTBEHHO — MOMUTUYECKOW X13HW Typuumn
ABNAETCA TeHAeHLMO3Haa naeanunsauma obpasa cyntaHa A6ayn Mamuga W, BocxsaneHue
€ro NoNMTUYECKON AeATeNbHOCTH, KOTOPOE 3a4acTyl0 COMPOBOXAAETCA napansiensMu
LeATeNbHOCTLIO AelicTBYHOWEro npesvgeHTa Pepkena Tanimna dpporaHa. CrepyeT
OTMETUTb, YTO AONATUIA W CNOXHBIA MepuoA npasneHWs NOCIeAHEro Mo-HacTosieMy
cuibHOro cyntaHa A6ayn lamuga - OAMH M3 CaMblX M3YYEHHbIX W BMECTE C TeM
NPOTUBOPEUMBbLIX C TOYKM 3PEHUS 06MINA aBTOPCKMX MHTepnpeTauuii TeM B TypeLiKoii
uctopuorpammn. OUeHKN NNYHOCTU K JeaTenbHOCTM lamufia, 4YacTo AmameTpasibHO
MPOTMBOMOMIOXKHbIE Y pa3HbIX aBTOPOB, TaK TECHO CBSi3aHbl C WAEO/IOTUYECKUMMN
npeanoYTEHUSIMU TOCNOACTBYHOLLE B TOT WAM UHOM Nepuog NOAUTUYECKON CUMbl, YTO
(haKTUYeCKM MOFYT CUATATbCA /laKMYCHOW GymMaroi U3MeHeHWi B TypeLKOM
06LLEeCTBEHHO-NONNUTUYEKCOM  AUCKYpce. [uccepTaums MNOCBsLleHa WCCNef0BaHUI0
K/H0YeBbIX TpaHCc(opMaumii OCBeLLeHUS MONUTUYECKONM AeAaTenbHOCTU cynTaHa A6ayn
Famunga Il B TypeuKoli pecny6anKaHCKOW MCTOpuorpatum B KOHTEKCTE MX 3aBUCMMOCTM
OT NOSINTUYEKNX NPUOPUTETOB BNACTHBIX 3/NT.

[unccepTaumsa cocTOMT U3 BBEAEHWS, TPEX [NaB C COOTBETCTBYHOLLMMU MOAr/1aBaMu,
3aK/I0YeHNA, CUCKA UCMOMb30BaHHOW NTepaTypbl U NPUNOXKEHWIA.

Bo BBeseHUN 060CHOBbIBAETCSA aKTyalbHOCTb TeMbI, NPeLCTaB/AKTCS Liefb, 334a4K,
HayyHasl HOBM3HA, TeEOPETMKO-MeTodoNorMueckasi 6Gasa UCCnefoBaHUsi, a Takke
o6cy>xaalTea npeacTaBieHHble UCTOYHUKN IMTepaTypbl.

MepBasi rnasa «PopMUpoBaHMe NPOTMBOPEUMBOro 06pasa cynTaHa A6ayn Mamuga
II» cocToAT w3 [ABYX MNOArNas, B KOTOPbIX MPeACTaB/EHbl OCHOBHble TeHAEeHLUMU
WHTepnpeTauny AeATeNbHOCTIN CyTaHa Nocse CTaHOB/EHWS PecnybanKn 1 Ao npuxoda K
K Bnactu .JlemkopaTuyeckoi naptum B 1950 rogy.

BTopas rnaBa, o3arfiaBneHHasi «TpaHcopmalmsi noamTudeckoro obpasa A6ayna
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Famupa 1l B Typeukoii nctopuorpagun (50-bie-Havano 90-bIx rofoB XX Beka)», COCTOUT
13 YeTbIipex MOArNaB, B KOTOPbIX NPEACTaB/EHO, KaK B CBETE U3MEHEHUS MOIMTUYECKOW
BM1aCTW B CTpPaHe M HEKOTOPOW TOMEpPaHTHOCTU K WCMAMCKUM LIEHHOCTSIM MOCTENeHHO
MEHSII0Cb HeraTMBHOe BOCMPUATWE KaK BHYTPUMONUTUYECKON [AeATeNlbHOCTW, Tak U
BHELUHEMO/IMTUYEKNX PELLeHNA cynTaHa. Ocoboe BHMMaHWe ygeneHo pabotam H. .
Kbicakiopeka, O. Konorny, 3. AKTap/bl, UMEBLUMM K/IHOYEBOE B/IUAHWE Ha CMeLleHue
ONXaTOMUN «KPaCHbI CyNnTaH-BENNKNIA MOBENNTENb» B NOMb3Y NOCNEAHErO.

TpeTbsi rnaBsa, o3arnasneHHas «Monutuyecknii obpas Abayn MNamuga Il B TypeLKoii
ncropmorpaum KoHua XX  Havdana XX| BeKoB», Takke COCTOMT U3 YeTblpex MoArnas,
NOCBALLEHHbIX aHa/IM3y TEHAEHL MM reponsaumm 1 gaxe M1ugoaormsaunm obpasa cyntaHa
B CBeTe aKTMBHOIO MepeocMbICIEHNS OCMAHCKOro MNPOWIOro B  06LLEeCTBEHHO-
NONIMTUYECKOM LUCKYPCE U, KaK pe3y/bTaT, B COBPEMEHHOW TypeLKoli ncropuorpapum

B 3aknoyeHnn 0606LAI0TCA BbIBOAbI NOSYYEHHbIE B pe3y/bTare UCCef0BaHUS,
NpeAnpUHATOrO B paMKax HacTosLLeR fuccepTaumoHHOM paboThbl.
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