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MATEVOSYAN HARUTYUN ARMEN
THE TALIBAN FACTOR IN AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
The dissertation is submitted for pursuing the Scientific Degree of the Candidate
of Historical Sciences in the field of “World History” 07.00.02.
The defense of the dissertation will take place on December 1, 2025, at 13:00 at
the meeting of the HESC Specialized Council 006 at the Institute of Oriental
Studies of NAS RA. Address: Yerevan, 0019, Marshal Baghramyan Ave., 24/4.

SUMMARY

After the Soviet-Afghan War wrapped up in 1989, Afghanistan plunged into a
long period of chaos, with state institutions crumbling and society becoming deeply
fragmented. This political vacuum and economic turmoil paved the way for various political
and religious movements to rise, many of which had ties to al-Qaeda. Among these groups,
the Taliban quickly established itself as a major player in both local and regional politics,
known for its radical Islamist beliefs, strong anti-Western views, and dependence on
support from regional and international intelligence agencies.

Following the September 11 attacks in 2001, the Taliban and al-Qaeda became
notorious symbols of terrorism on a global scale. What started as a limited U.S.
counterterrorism effort transformed into a lengthy and complex war that encompassed
military, political, and ideological aspects. Afghanistan became the focal point of the U.S.
“Global War on Terror,” characterized by the ousting of the Taliban regime and extensive
nation-building efforts. However, this experience ultimately highlighted the challenges of
foreign intervention and the intricate nature of achieving lasting stability through military
force and external reconstruction. The dissertation paper consists of Introduction, four
Chapters, Conclusion, and References. The Introduction justifies the topic of the
dissertation paper and represents the scientific novelty of the research, theoretical-
methodological foreground, as well as reviews of the sources included in the paper.

The first chapter dives into the historical and political journey of U.S.-Afghanistan
relations during the latter half of the twentieth century, all set against the backdrop of the
Cold War.
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Moving on to the second chapter, the focus shifts to U.S. policy regarding
Afghanistan during the Taliban era and the years that followed (1996-2008). This section
examines how American foreign policy evolved from the diplomatic efforts of the Clinton
administration to the counterterrorism strategies implemented under President Bush. It
highlights the efforts to rebuild Afghan state institutions, NATO’s role, and the complex
battle against the Taliban.

In the third chapter, we explore U.S. foreign policy goals and engagement
strategies in Afghanistan from 2009 to 2016. It discusses how the Obama administration
recalibrated its approach, trying to strike a balance between liberal ideals and realist
tactics, while also shedding light on how the Taliban reorganized itself into a formidable
military and political entity that could challenge the Afghan state established after 2001.

The fourth chapter offers a comparative look at the policies of the Trump and
Biden administrations toward Afghanistan (2016-2021), with a particular emphasis on the
peace talks that led to the 2020 Doha Agreement. This part interprets the agreement as
both a significant symbolic gesture and a strategic turning point, marking the conclusion
of America’s two-decade involvement in Afghanistan, while also highlighting the challenges
of achieving lasting peace through external intervention.

The Conclusion sums up the main results of the research undertaken within the

frames of our dissertation paper.
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PE3IOME

Mocne oKoHuaHMA coBeTcKo-acpraHckol BoviHbl B 1989 rogy Adpranucran
MOrpPy3UNCA B XaoC € pa3pyLLEeHNEeM rocyJapCcTBEHHbIX MHCTUTYTOB W rNyboKol coumanbHOM
pparmerTaumeii. lonuTudeckniAi BakyyM M 3KOHOMMYECKMIT KpW3UC CrnocobcTBoBaIU
MOABNEHUIO PA3NIUYHBIX MOMUTUKO-PENUTMO3HbIX ABUMEHUIA, cpeayn KoTopbix TanubaH
ObICTPO CTan KIOYEBbIM WIpoKOM bnarofaps pagvKaibHO-MCIaMUCTCKOW WAEonoruu,
aHTM3anagHol No3nLMK 1 NOJAEPHKE PETMOHATBHBIX U MEXAYHAPOAHBIX CTPYKTYP.

Mocne TepakTos 11 ceHTabpa 2001 ropa Tannban u «Anb-Kanpa» ctanm cumeonamm
MEMKAyHapogHOro TeppopusMa. [lepBOHavaibHO OFpaHMyeHHaa aHTUTEpPOPUCTHYECKas
onepauna CLUIA npespatunacb B 3aTAMHOW KOH(PNINMKT C BOEHHbIMM, MOMUTUYECKNMM,
3KOHOMUYECKUMM U UAEONOTMHYECKUMM  acnekTamu, MoKasaB TPYAHOCTM  BHELUHEro
BMELLIATENBCTBA U CNOXHOCTb JOCTUMEHUA YCTOMUMBON CTaOUNBHOCTY Yepes BOEHHYIO Cuiy
U BHELLIHEE CTPOUTENBCTBO MHCTUTYTOB.

[vccepTauma cocTonT U3 BBEAEHUA, YeThIPEX MaB U 3aKNIOYeHNA.

BeepeHne packpbiBaeT aKTyanbHOCTb TeMbl, HayYyHYH) HOBU3HY, TEOPETUKO-
METO00MNYECKyLo 6a3y U UCTONb3YyeMble CTOUYHUKM.

MNepBas rnaea paccMaTpuBaeT WCTOPUKO-MONUTUYECKOE Pa3BUTUE OTHOLLEHWIA
CLUA n AdranuctaHa Bo BTOpoii NonoeuHe XX Beka.

Bropaa rnasa nocsauwieHa nonntuke CLUA B nepuop npasneHua TanubaHa un
noctranmbarckmne rogabl  (1996-2008 rr.), Bknouas punnomatTuyeckue  ycunus,
aHTUTEPPOPUCTMYECKNE  CTpaTerMu, BOCCTaHOBNEHWE apraHCKMX — rocyfapCTBEHHbIX

uHcTUTYTOB U ponb HATO.
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TpeTba rnasa vccnedyet Uen u mexaHu3mbl BoBneyeHust CLUA B AdraHuctaH B
2009-2016 rr., 6anaHc mexay nMbepanbHbIMU MAeaIaMn 1 peasIMCTUYECKUM NOAXOA0M, a

TaKke peopraHusaunio TasimbaHa B MOLLHYHO BOEHHYHO W MOJIMTUYECKYIO CUNY.

YeTBépTas rnasa  MpeacTaBnseT  CPaBHUTESIbHbI  aHaauM3  MOMUTUKK
agMuHucTpauuii Tpamna n bangeHa (2016-2021 rr.), ¢ aKLEHTOM Ha MUPHbIE NEPEroBopsl,
npueefwmne Kk [JoxuHckomy cornaweHuio 2020 roga, CMMBOSIMYECKOMY 3aBepLUeHUto

nBaguatunetHero npucytctBusa CLUA B AdpraHncTtaHe.

3ak/toueHne noABOAUT UTOMKM UCCNefoBaHua n 0606Ll.l|aeT OCHOBHbIE pe3ysibTaTtbl
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